Recent Books
Jewish Perspectives on
Christianity: Leo Baeck,
Martin Buber, Franz
Rosenzweig, Will Herberg,
Abraham J. Heschel, edited
by Fritz A. Rothschild
(Continuum Publishing
Company, 1996), 367 pp.,
$24.95 paperback.
Ironically, after the horrors of the Holocaust and
the establishment of the
State of Israel, the Jewish-Christian dialogue has
never been so active; for the first time in history,
Jews are listened to by Christians.
This book is a part of this process. The views of
five authoritative Jewish thinkers (Leo Baeck, Martin Buber, Franz Rosenzweig, Will Herberg, and
Abraham J. Heschel) are presented and discussed by
five Christian theologians.
Issues such as “the person and significance of
Jesus,” “the polarity of law and gospel, works and
faith,” “the place of the Hebrew Bible in Christianity,” and “the role of the church as the New Israel”
are dealt with, making this book a very important
contribution to what Fritz Rothschild calls “JudeoChristian mutuality.”
Fritz A. Rothschild is the Joseph J. and Dora
Abbell Professor Emeritus of Jewish Philosophy at
the Jewish Theological Seminary of America in New
York, where he has taught since 1960.

Jesus of the Gospels:
Teacher, Storyteller, Friend,
Messiah, by Arthur E.
Zannoni (St. Anthony Messenger Press, 1996), 205
pp., $12.95.
“The Jesus whom we discover
in the Gospels is both elusive and
complex. The Gospel writers
cannot agree completely on
whether to present him as a carpenter, a rabbi, a storyteller, a
party-goer, a miracle-worker, a healer, an exorcist, a poet, a
mystic, a revolutionary, the Messiah, a prophet, God’s Son.
The reason for this is that Jesus, like all persons, remains to
some extent a mystery. He defies both definition and easy
explanation.

“Exploring who Jesus is, as portrayed in the Gospels, is the purpose of this book” (p. vii).
Arthur E. Zannoni is an award-winning free-lance
writer, teacher, workshop leader and consultant in
the areas of biblical studies and Christian-Jewish
relations. He is a two-time recipient of the Uhrig
Foundation award for excellence in teaching and has
received the Temple Israel Interreligious Award for
his work in promoting interfaith dialogue in the
Twin Cities.
Judaism in the New Testament: Practices and Beliefs,
by Bruce Chilton and Jacob
Neusner (Routledge, 1995),
203 pp., $17.95.
Judaism in the New Testament explains how the books
of the early church emerged
from communities which defined themselves in Judaic
terms even as they professed
faith in Christ.
The earliest Christians set forth the Torah as they
understood it—they did not think of their religion
as Christianity, but as Judaism. For the first time,
in Judaism in the New Testament, two distinguished
scholars take the earliest Christians at their word and
ask: “If Christianity is (a) Judaism, then how should
we read the New Testament?”
The Gospels, Paul’s Letters, and the Letter to the
Hebrews are interpreted to define what Chilton and
Neusner call “Christianity’s Judaism.” Seen in this
way, the New Testament will never be the same.
Bruce Chilton is Bernard Iddings Bell Professor
of Religion at Bard College, New York. He has
taught and written extensively on early Christianity
and Judaism and the historical Jesus. Jacob Neusner
has published more than 550 books and is an expert
on the history of Judaism. He is Distinguished Research Professor of Religious Studies at the University of South Florida and Visiting Professor of Religion at Bard College. He is also a member of the
Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, and a life
member of Clare Hall, Cambridge.
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